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jenaministries – Part 5  Bible Stories 

9.   Jesus Overturned Tables  

Jesus taught us how to live for God’s kingdom with his words and actions.  He showed 

us how to be forgiving and to love one another. 

He also constantly taught people to live according to God’s will.  Not so much by 

obeying every Jewish law perfectly, but by honoring God in everything we do.  

When Jesus came into Jerusalem, he went to the temple courts.  He found people 

were selling sheep, cattle, and doves.  These people probably figured they were not 

doing anything wrong.  They were selling animals that would be given as a sacrifice to 

God in God’s Temple.  They most likely thought they were doing God’s will. 

But it wasn’t God’s will.   It was actually turning God’s Temple into a market.  And 

people were supposed to bring their own sacrifices, not just conveniently buy them at 

the temple courts.   

So Jesus got angry and forced all the animals off the temple courts.  He scattered the 

coins of the money changers and overturned the tables (Scriptures - Mark 11:15-17, 

Matthew 21:12-13, Luke 19:45-46, John 2:13-16).   

He told them this is a house of prayer, but they had turned it into a market.  He also 

said they had turned it into a den of robbers, so maybe they were selling the animals at 

a very high price (taking advantage of people) and making a high profit. 

Jesus didn’t get that bold and angry very often.  This may be the most radical story of 

Jesus responding in such a strong way.  It must have really upset him. 

So what does this teach us today?  Our modern day temples are churches.   Are our 

churches a house of prayer?  And do we do things that honor God in our churches?   

Or do we do things that make people happy so more people will attend and tithe?  Has 

our worship time become more of an entertainment than worshiping God?  Do we 

make disciples in our churches?  Or do we just try to look good? 

Jesus taught us that everything we do in our churches should honor God.  Not to make 

people happy or to make money; but to pray, teach, and lead people to God.    Our 

churches should be all about and all for God and God’s kingdom.
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Scriptures:  

Mark 11:15-17 

On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and began driving 
out those who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of 
the money changers and the benches of those selling doves, and would not 
allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple courts.  And as he 
taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a house of 
prayer for all nations’ ? But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’ ” 

 

Matthew 21:12-13 

Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out all who were buying and 
selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the 
benches of those selling doves. “It is written,” he said to them, “ ‘My house 
will be called a house of prayer,’ but you are making it ‘a den of robbers.’ ” 

 

Luke 19:45-46 

When Jesus entered the temple courts, he began to drive out those who 
were selling.  “It is written,” he said to them, “ ‘My house will be a house of 
prayer’ ; but you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’ ”  

 

John 2:13-16 

When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem.  In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and 
doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money.   So he made a whip 
out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he 
scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables.   To 
those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my 
Father’s house into a market!” 


