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jenaministries – Part 6  Bible Miracles 

 

8.  Very Old Barren Women had a Child 

There are two married couples in the Bible who could not have children until God made it 

miraculously happen.  They were very old and well past the age of childbearing.  

The two married couples are: 

Abraham & Sarah had a son named Isaac. 

Zacharias & Elizabeth had a son named John (the Baptist). 

 

Both Sarah and Elizabeth were so old that it had been decades since they produced that 

nourishing menstrual blood for a baby to live off of and grow.  It had to have been an 

absolute miracle from God. 

They were also both visited by one or more Angels of the Lord before they got pregnant 

and the Angel(s) told them they would have a son and what that son’s purpose would be. 

The Lord promised Abraham that he would become a great and powerful nation through 

the son that Sarah will have (Scriptures 1.   Abraham & Sarah had a son named Isaac). 

Sarah had Isaac;  Isaac had Jacob; and Jacob had 12 sons (the 12 tribes of Israel). 

Genesis 18:18-19  Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation, and all nations on earth will be 

blessed through him.   For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his household after him 

to keep the way of the LORD by doing what is right and just, so that the LORD will bring about for 

Abraham what he has promised him.” 

Zacharias and Elizabeth would have a son who would go before the Lord (Jesus) to 

prepare the people for the Messiah’s arrival (Scriptures 2.    Zacharias & Elizabeth had a 

son named John).  Their son, John the Baptist, did just that. 

Luke 1:16-17  He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God.  And he will go on 

before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the 

disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 

As you can imagine, both couples had a hard time believing that they could have a child in 

their old age.  But nothing is impossible with God.   God used an impossible situation to 

perform an awesome miracle for his kingdom.
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8. Very Old Barren Women had a Child 

Scriptures 1:    Abraham & Sarah had a Son Named Isaac 

Genesis 18:1-15 

The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was 
sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day.   Abraham looked up and 
saw three men standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance 
of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground. He said, “If I have found 
favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by.   Let a little water be 
brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest under this tree.   Let me get 
you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on your way—now that 
you have come to your servant.” “Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.”  So 
Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “get three seahs of the 
finest flour and knead it and bake some bread.”   Then he ran to the herd and 
selected a choice, tender calf and gave it to a servant, who hurried to prepare it.   
He then brought some curds and milk and the calf that had been prepared, and set 
these before them. While they ate, he stood near them under a tree.    

“Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him. “There, in the tent,” he said.   Then 
one of them said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah 
your wife will have a son.” Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, 
which was behind him.   Abraham and Sarah were already very old, and Sarah was 
past the age of childbearing.   So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, “After I 
am worn out and my lord is old, will I now have this pleasure?”   Then the LORD 
said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child, now that 
I am old?’   Is anything too hard for the LORD?  I will return to you at the appointed 
time next year, and Sarah will have a son.”   Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, 
“I did not laugh.” But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.” 

Genesis 18:18-19 

Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation, and all nations on earth 
will be blessed through him.   or I have chosen him, so that he will direct his 
children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing what is 
right and just, so that the LORD will bring about for Abraham what he has promised 
him.” 
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8. Very Old Barren Women had a Child 

Scriptures 1:    Abraham & Sarah had Isaac - continued 

Genesis 21:1-3 

Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah 
what he had promised.   Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his 
old age, at the very time God had promised him.   Abraham gave the name Isaac to 
the son Sarah bore him. 

Scriptures 2.   Zacharias & Elizabeth had John the Baptist  

Luke 1:5-25 

In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who 

belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a 

descendant of Aaron.  Both of them were righteous in the sight of God, observing 

all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly.  But they were childless because 

Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they were both very old.  Once when 

Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, he was 

chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of 

the Lord and burn incense.  And when the time for the burning of incense came, all 

the assembled worshipers were praying outside. 

Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of 
incense.  When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear.   But 
the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. 
Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him John.   He will be a 
joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth,  for he will be 
great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, 
and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born.  He will bring back 
many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God.  And he will go on before the 
Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their 
children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord.” 
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8. Very Old Barren Women had a Child 

Scriptures 2.   Zacharias & Elizabeth had John the Baptist - continued 

Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife 
is well along in years.”  The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence 
of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news.  And 
now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens, because 
you did not believe my words, which will come true at their appointed time.” 

Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed 
so long in the temple.   When he came out, he could not speak to them. They 
realized he had seen a vision in the temple, for he kept making signs to them but 
remained unable to speak.  When his time of service was completed, he returned 
home. 

After this his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months remained in 
seclusion.  “The Lord has done this for me,” she said. “In these days he has shown 
his favor and taken away my disgrace among the people.” 

Luke 1:57-66 

When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son.   Her 
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they 
shared her joy.   On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they 
were going to name him after his father Zechariah, but his mother spoke up and 
said, “No! He is to be called John.”  They said to her, “There is no one among your 
relatives who has that name.” 

Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he would like to name the 
child.  He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he wrote, “His 
name is John.”   Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue set free, and he 
began to speak, praising God.  All the neighbors were filled with awe, and 
throughout the hill country of Judea people were talking about all these 
things.  Everyone who heard this wondered about it, asking, “What then is this child 
going to be?” For the Lord’s hand was with him. 

 


