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4.  The Life of King David 
 

King David was very special to God.  The Bible even states that David was a man after God’s own heart 

(Scriptures 1.  David Was a Man After God’s Own Heart).  So what was so special about David?  Was he a 

righteous man who never sinned?  No, absolutely not.  David had the same sinful nature we all have and he did 

his share of sinning. 

God knew David was special and sent Samuel to anoint David as king when David was just a child.  (Scriptures 2.   
David Anointed King When a Child).  But David had to wait decades before he would be king.  We never hear 
David complain about that in the Bible, so perhaps David waited on the Lord with patience. 

David’s faith in God was abnormally strong.  Even in his youth, he fought a giant when no one else would and 
saved all his people.  Before killing the giant Philistine Goliath, David stated that the Lord would rescue him from 
the hand of this Philistine (Scriptures 3.   David had Strong Faith).   That’s a lot of faith.  No one else had that kind 
of faith in God.  Not even their strongest warriors.  David continued to have this kind of faith throughout his life. 

He not only had faith, but David was also obedient to God.   David would  ask the Lord what he should do, and  
did what God said – even if it seemed impossible.  (Scriptures 4.  David Obedient and Followed Lord’s Direction).  
God always came through and David’s army conquered all. 

David’s reign was full of bloodshed.   God didn’t just give his people the land, they had to fight and overtake the 
land.  The people they had to fight were bigger and stronger.  They wouldn’t have been able to succeed without 
the help of God or without a king that was obedient to God.   Many people died during King David’s reign 
(Scriptures 5.  Blood on His Hands).   That’s what David’s reign was all about.   Killing and conquering.   

Sense David’s reign was full of bloodshed, he had many enemies.  Enemies that wanted him dead.  David had to 

deal with this throughout his reign as king.  Even David’s own son wanted to kill him so he could be king.  There 

was a lot of anxiety, stress, and grief (Scriptures 6. Many Enemies).   David did not have it easy, that is for sure. 

One of David’s best qualities was his humbleness before God.  David did not point a finger or deny his own sins, 
but repented and humbled himself.   (Scriptures 7.  David Humble and Repentant  ).   

Building God’s temple was one of David’s most  heart felt hopes.  But God wouldn’t allow David to build the 
temple sense he had so much blood on his hands.  God told David that his son Solomon will build the temple.   
(Scriptures 8.  Building God’s Temple ) Instead of getting angry or feeling cheated, David prepared the way for 
Solomon and purchased materials and taught Solomon all that needed to be done, so Solomon would be ready 
when the time came.  I look up to David for doing that.  David was not a selfish or self-centered man.   

It's easy to see why David was a man after God’s own heart.  Finding humbleness and faith that strong and 
obedience that brave is a rarity.   

David went through a lot of hard times, even though he was so truly loved by God.  This can make us think of how 
we should see ourselves during the hard times.  Not getting angry at God or feeling cheated.  But as someone 
chosen and loved by God, relying on Jesus to get us through. 



 
 

jenaministries.com – Part 4     4. The Life of King David 

Scriptures 1.  David Was a Man After God’s Own Heart 

Acts 13:22   After removing Saul, he made David their king. God testified concerning him: ‘I have found 

David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to do.’ 

Scriptures 2.  David Anointed King When a Child 

1 Samuel 16:11-13   So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” “There is still the youngest,” 

Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.” Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he 

arrives.”  So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine 

appearance and handsome features. Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”   So 

Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the 

Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to Ramah. 

Scriptures 3.  David had Strong Faith:  

David Killed Philistine Goliath 

1 Samuel 17:32-51  David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant 

will go and fight him.”  Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you 

are only a young man, and he has been a warrior from his youth.”  But David said to Saul, “Your servant 

has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, I 

went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, 

struck it and killed it.   Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will 

be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God.  The LORD who rescued me from 

the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.” Saul said to 

David, “Go, and the LORD be with you.”  Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor 

on him and a bronze helmet on his head.  David fastened on his sword over the tunic and tried walking 

around, because he was not used to them. “I cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because I am not used 

to them.” So he took them off.  Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the 

stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the 

Philistine.  Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to David.  He 

looked David over and saw that he was little more than a boy, glowing with health and handsome, and he 

despised him.  He said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed 

David by his gods.  “Come here,” he said, “and I’ll give your flesh to the birds and the wild animals!”  David 

said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in 

the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.  This day the LORD 

will deliver you into my hands, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. This very day I will give the 

carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know that there 

is a God in Israel.   All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; 

for the battle is the LORD’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.”  As the Philistine moved closer to 

attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him.  Reaching into his bag and taking out a 

stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell 

facedown on the ground.  So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword 

in his hand he struck down the Philistine and killed him.  David ran and stood over him.  
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Scriptures 4.  David Obedient and Followed Lord’s Direction: 

1 Samuel 23:1-5    When David was told, “Look, the Philistines are fighting against Keilah and are looting 

the threshing floors,” he inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I go and attack these Philistines?” The LORD 

answered him, “Go, attack the Philistines and save Keilah.” But David’s men said to him, “Here in Judah we 

are afraid. How much more, then, if we go to Keilah against the Philistine forces!”  Once again David 

inquired of the LORD, and the LORD answered him, “Go down to Keilah, for I am going to give the 

Philistines into your hand.”  So David and his men went to Keilah, fought the Philistines and carried off their 

livestock. He inflicted heavy losses on the Philistines and saved the people of Keilah. 

 

1 Chronicles 14:8-17   When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed king over all Israel, they 

went up in full force to search for him, but David heard about it and went out to meet them.  Now the 

Philistines had come and raided the Valley of Rephaim;  so David inquired of God: “Shall I go and attack the 

Philistines? Will you deliver them into my hands?” The LORD answered him, “Go, I will deliver them into 

your hands.”  So David and his men went up to Baal Perazim, and there he defeated them. He said, “As 

waters break out, God has broken out against my enemies by my hand.” So that place was called Baal 

Perazim.  The Philistines had abandoned their gods there, and David gave orders to burn them in the fire. 

Once more the Philistines raided the valley;  so David inquired of God again, and God answered him, “Do 

not go directly after them, but circle around them and attack them in front of the poplar trees.  As soon as 

you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the poplar trees, move out to battle, because that will mean 

God has gone out in front of you to strike the Philistine army.”  So David did as God commanded him, and 

they struck down the Philistine army, all the way from Gibeon to Gezer.  So David’s fame spread throughout 

every land, and the LORD made all the nations fear him. 

Scriptures 5.  Blood on His Hands  

1 Chronicles 22:7-8  David said to Solomon: “My son, I had it in my heart to build a house for the Name of 

the LORD my God.   But this word of the LORD came to me: ‘You have shed much blood and have fought 

many wars. You are not to build a house for my Name, because you have shed much blood on the earth in 

my sight. 

 

2 Samuel 8;1-14  In the course of time, David defeated the Philistines and subdued them, and he took 

Metheg Ammah from the control of the Philistines.  David also defeated the Moabites. He made them lie 

down on the ground and measured them off with a length of cord. Every two lengths of them were put to 

death, and the third length was allowed to live. So the Moabites became subject to David and brought him 

tribute.  Moreover, David defeated Hadadezer son of Rehob, king of Zobah, when he went to restore his 

monument at the Euphrates River.  David captured a thousand of his chariots, seven thousand charioteers 

and twenty thousand foot soldiers. He hamstrung all but a hundred of the chariot horses.  When the 

Arameans of Damascus came to help Hadadezer king of Zobah, David struck down twenty-two thousand of 

them.  He put garrisons in the Aramean kingdom of Damascus, and the Arameans became subject to him 

and brought tribute. The LORD gave David victory wherever he went.  David took the gold shields that 

belonged to the officers of Hadadezer and brought them to Jerusalem.  From Tebah and Berothai, towns 

that belonged to Hadadezer, King David took a great quantity of bronze.  When Tou king of Hamath heard  
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Scriptures 5.  Blood on His Hands – continued 

that David had defeated the entire army of Hadadezer, he sent his son Joram to King David to greet him 

and congratulate him on his victory in battle over Hadadezer, who had been at war with Tou. Joram 

brought with him articles of silver, of gold and of bronze.  King David dedicated these articles to the LORD, 

as he had done with the silver and gold from all the nations he had subdued:  Edom and Moab, the 

Ammonites and the Philistines, and Amalek. He also dedicated the plunder taken from Hadadezer son of 

Rehob, king of Zobah.  And David became famous after he returned from striking down eighteen thousand 

Edomites in the Valley of Salt.  He put garrisons throughout Edom, and all the Edomites became subject to 

David. The LORD gave David victory wherever he went. 

 

 

Scriptures 6.  Many Enemies   

Psalms 64:1-10   For the director of music. A psalm of David. 

 Hear me, my God, as I voice my complaint; protect my life from the threat of the enemy.  Hide me from the 

conspiracy of the wicked, from the plots of evildoers.  They sharpen their tongues like swords and aim cruel 

words like deadly arrows.  They shoot from ambush at the innocent; they shoot suddenly, without fear.  

They encourage each other in evil plans, they talk about hiding their snares; they say, “Who will see it ?”  

They plot injustice and say, “We have devised a perfect plan!” Surely the human mind and heart are 

cunning.  But God will shoot them with his arrows; they will suddenly be struck down.  He will turn their 

own tongues against them and bring them to ruin; all who see them will shake their heads in scorn.  All 

people will fear; they will proclaim the works of God and ponder what he has done.  The righteous will 

rejoice in the LORD and take refuge in him; all the upright in heart will glory in him! 

 

Psalms 140:1-13  For the director of music. A psalm of David. 

Rescue me, LORD, from evildoers; protect me from the violent, who devise evil plans in their hearts and stir 

up war every day.  They make their tongues as sharp as a serpent’s; the poison of vipers is on their lips.  

Keep me safe, LORD, from the hands of the wicked; protect me from the violent, who devise ways to trip my 

feet.  The arrogant have hidden a snare for me; they have spread out the cords of their net and have set 

traps for me along my path.  I say to the LORD, “You are my God.” Hear, LORD, my cry for mercy.  

Sovereign LORD, my strong deliverer, you shield my head in the day of battle.  Do not grant the wicked 

their desires, LORD; do not let their plans succeed.  Those who surround me proudly rear their heads; may 

the mischief of their lips engulf them.  May burning coals fall on them; may they be thrown into the fire, into 

miry pits, never to rise.  May slanderers not be established in the land; may disaster hunt down the violent.  

I know that the LORD secures justice for the poor and upholds the cause of the needy.  Surely the righteous 

will praise your name, and the upright will live in your presence. 

 

2 Samuel 15:1-14   In the course of time, Absalom provided himself with a chariot and horses and with fifty 

men to run ahead of him. He would get up early and stand by the side of the road leading to the city gate. 

Whenever anyone came with a complaint to be placed before the king for a decision, Absalom would call 

out to him, “What town are you from?” He would answer, “Your servant is from one of the tribes of Israel.”  

Then Absalom would say to him, “Look, your claims are valid and proper, but there is no representative of 

the king to hear you.”  And Absalom would add, “If only I were appointed judge in the land! Then everyone 

who has a complaint or case could come to me and I would see that they receive justice.”  Also, whenever 

anyone approached him to bow down before him, Absalom would reach out his hand, take hold of him and 

kiss him.  Absalom behaved in this way toward all the Israelites who came to the king asking for justice,  
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Scriptures 6.  Many Enemies - continued 

and so he stole the hearts of the people of Israel.  At the end of four years, Absalom said to the king, “Let 

me go to Hebron and fulfill a vow I made to the LORD.  While your servant was living at Geshur in Aram, I 

made this vow: ‘If the LORD takes me back to Jerusalem, I will worship the LORD in Hebron. ’ ”  The king 

said to him, “Go in peace.” So he went to Hebron.  Then Absalom sent secret messengers throughout the 

tribes of Israel to say, “As soon as you hear the sound of the trumpets, then say, ‘Absalom is king in 

Hebron.’ ”  Two hundred men from Jerusalem had accompanied Absalom. They had been invited as guests 

and went quite innocently, knowing nothing about the matter.  While Absalom was offering sacrifices, he 

also sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David’s counselor, to come from Giloh, his hometown. And so the 

conspiracy gained strength, and Absalom’s following kept on increasing.  A messenger came and told 

David, “The hearts of the people of Israel are with Absalom.”  Then David said to all his officials who were 

with him in Jerusalem, “Come! We must flee, or none of us will escape from Absalom. We must leave 

immediately, or he will move quickly to overtake us and bring ruin on us and put the city to the sword.” 

 

Scriptures 7.  David Humble and Repentant   

Psalms 51:1-12  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great 
compassion blot out my transgressions.  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.  For I know 
my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.  Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is 
evil in your sight; so you are right in your verdict and justified when you judge.  Surely I was sinful at birth, 
sinful from the time my mother conceived me.  Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; you taught 
me wisdom in that secret place.  Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter 
than snow.  Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice.  Hide your face from my 
sins and blot out all my iniquity.  Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of your 
salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

2 Samuel 12:8-24   I gave your master’s house to you, and your master’s wives into your arms. I gave you 

all Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too little, I would have given you even more.  Why did you 

despise the word of the LORD by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the 

sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites.  Now, therefore, 

the sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the 

Hittite to be your own.’  “This is what the LORD says: ‘Out of your own household I am going to bring 

calamity on you. Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and 

he will sleep with your wives in broad daylight.  You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad 

daylight before all Israel.’ ”  Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” Nathan replied, 

“The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die.  But because by doing this you have shown 

utter contempt for the LORD, the son born to you will die.”  After Nathan had gone home, the LORD struck 

the child that Uriah’s wife had borne to David, and he became ill.  David pleaded with God for the child. He 

fasted and spent the nights lying in sackcloth on the ground.  The elders of his household stood beside him 

to get him up from the ground, but he refused, and he would not eat any food with them.  On the seventh 

day the child died. David’s attendants were afraid to tell him that the child was dead, for they thought, 

“While the child was still living, he wouldn’t listen to us when we spoke to him. How can we now tell him 

the child is dead? He may do something desperate.”  David noticed that his attendants were 
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Scriptures 7.  David Humble and Repentant - continued 

whispering among themselves, and he realized the child was dead. “Is the child dead?” he asked. “Yes,” 

they replied, “he is dead.”  Then David got up from the ground. After he had washed, put on lotions and 

changed his clothes, he went into the house of the LORD and worshiped. Then he went to his own house, 

and at his request they served him food, and he ate.  His attendants asked him, “Why are you acting this 

way? While the child was alive, you fasted and wept, but now that the child is dead, you get up and eat!”  

He answered, “While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept. I thought, ‘Who knows? The LORD may be 

gracious to me and let the child live.’  But now that he is dead, why should I go on fasting? Can I bring him 

back again? I will go to him, but he will not return to me.”  Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba, and 

he went to her and made love to her. She gave birth to a son, and they named him Solomon. The LORD 

loved him; 

 

Scriptures 8.  Building God’s Temple   

1 Chronicles 22:5-19  David said, “My son Solomon is young and inexperienced, and the house to be built 

for the LORD should be of great magnificence and fame and splendor in the sight of all the nations. 

Therefore I will make preparations for it.” So David made extensive preparations before his death.  Then he 

called for his son Solomon and charged him to build a house for the LORD, the God of Israel.  David said to 

Solomon: “My son, I had it in my heart to build a house for the Name of the LORD my God.  But this word 

of the LORD came to me: ‘You have shed much blood and have fought many wars. You are not to build a 

house for my Name, because you have shed much blood on the earth in my sight.  But you will have a son 

who will be a man of peace and rest, and I will give him rest from all his enemies on every side. His name 

will be Solomon, and I will grant Israel peace and quiet during his reign.  He is the one who will build a 

house for my Name. He will be my son, and I will be his father. And I will establish the throne of his 

kingdom over Israel forever.’  “Now, my son, the LORD be with you, and may you have success and build 

the house of the LORD your God, as he said you would.  May the LORD give you discretion and 

understanding when he puts you in command over Israel, so that you may keep the law of the LORD your 

God.  Then you will have success if you are careful to observe the decrees and laws that the LORD gave 

Moses for Israel. Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or discouraged.  “I have taken great pains to 

provide for the temple of the LORD a hundred thousand talents of gold, a million talents of silver, 

quantities of bronze and iron too great to be weighed, and wood and stone. And you may add to them.  

You have many workers: stonecutters, masons and carpenters, as well as those skilled in every kind of work 

in gold and silver, bronze and iron—craftsmen beyond number. Now begin the work, and the LORD be with 

you.”  Then David ordered all the leaders of Israel to help his son Solomon.  He said to them, “Is not the 

LORD your God with you? And has he not granted you rest on every side? For he has given the inhabitants 

of the land into my hands, and the land is subject to the LORD and to his people.  Now devote your heart 

and soul to seeking the LORD your God. Begin to build the sanctuary of the LORD God, so that you may 

bring the ark of the covenant of the LORD and the sacred articles belonging to God into the temple that 

will be built for the Name of the LORD.” 

 


