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Scriptures 6. Many Enemies

Psalms 64:1-10 For the director of music. A psalm of David.

Hear me, my God, as | voice my complaint; protect my life from the threat of the enemy. Hide me from the
conspiracy of the wicked, from the plots of evildoers. They sharpen their tongues like swords and aim cruel
words like deadly arrows. They shoot from ambush at the innocent; they shoot suddenly, without fear. They
encourage each other in evil plans, they talk about hiding their snares; they say, “Who will see it ?” They plot
injustice and say, “We have devised a perfect plan!” Surely the human mind and heart are cunning. But God
will shoot them with his arrows; they will suddenly be struck down. He will turn their own tongues against
them and bring them to ruin; all who see them will shake their heads in scorn. All people will fear; they will
proclaim the works of God and ponder what he has done. The righteous will rejoice in the LORD and take
refuge in him; all the upright in heart will glory in him!

Psalms 140:1-13 For the director of music. A psalm of David.

Rescue me, LORD, from evildoers; protect me from the violent, who devise evil plans in their hearts and stir up
war every day. They make their tongues as sharp as a serpent’s; the poison of vipers is on their lips. Keep me
safe, LORD, from the hands of the wicked; protect me from the violent, who devise ways to trip my feet. The
arrogant have hidden a snare for me; they have spread out the cords of their net and have set traps for me
along my path. | say to the LORD, “You are my God.” Hear, LORD, my cry for mercy. Sovereign LORD, my
strong deliverer, you shield my head in the day of battle. Do not grant the wicked their desires, LORD; do not
let their plans succeed. Those who surround me proudly rear their heads; may the mischief of their lips engulf
them. May burning coals fall on them; may they be thrown into the fire, into miry pits, never to rise. May
slanderers not be established in the land; may disaster hunt down the violent. | know that the LORD secures
justice for the poor and upholds the cause of the needy. Surely the righteous will praise your name, and the
upright will live in your presence.

2 Samuel 15:1-14 In the course of time, Absalom provided himself with a chariot and horses and with fifty
men to run ahead of him. He would get up early and stand by the side of the road leading to the city gate.
Whenever anyone came with a complaint to be placed before the king for a decision, Absalom would call out
to him, “What town are you from?” He would answer, “Your servant is from one of the tribes of Israel.” Then
Absalom would say to him, “Look, your claims are valid and proper, but there is no representative of the king
to hear you.” And Absalom would add, “If only | were appointed judge in the land! Then everyone who has a
complaint or case could come to me and | would see that they receive justice.” Also, whenever anyone
approached him to bow down before him, Absalom would reach out his hand, take hold of him and kiss him.
Absalom behaved in this way toward all the Israelites who came to the king asking for justice, and so he stole
the hearts of the people of Israel. At the end of four years, Absalom said to the king, “Let me go to Hebron
and fulfill a vow | made to the LORD. While your servant was living at Geshur in Aram, | made this vow: ‘If the
LORD takes me back to Jerusalem, | will worship the LORD in Hebron.’” The king said to him, “Go in peace.”
So he went to Hebron. Then Absalom sent secret messengers throughout the tribes of Israel to say, “As soon
as you hear the sound of the trumpets, then say, ‘Absalom is king in Hebron.”” Two hundred men from
Jerusalem had accompanied Absalom. They had been invited as guests and went quite innocently, knowing
nothing about the matter. While Absalom was offering sacrifices, he also sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite,
David’s counselor, to come from Giloh, his hometown. And so the conspiracy gained strength, and Absalom’s
following kept on increasing. A messenger came and told David, “The hearts of the people of Israel are with
Absalom.” Then David said to all his officials who were with him in Jerusalem, “Come! We must flee, or none
of us will escape from Absalom. We must leave immediately, or he will move quickly to overtake us and bring
ruin on us and put the city to the sword.”




