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Scriptures 4.  Paul Had a Hard Battle with Many Enemies 

Acts 9:19-24  Paul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus.   At once he began to 

preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God.   All those who heard him were 

astonished and asked, “Isn’t he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call 

on this name? And hasn’t he come here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?”   Yet 

Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving that 

Jesus is the Messiah.   After many days had gone by, there was a conspiracy among the Jews 

to kill him,  but Saul learned of their plan. Day and night they kept close watch on the city 

gates in order to kill him. 

 

Acts 16:19-24   When her owners realized that their hope of making money was gone, they 

seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities.  They 

brought them before the magistrates and said, “These men are Jews, and are throwing our 

city into an uproar by advocating customs unlawful for us Romans to accept or practice.” The 

crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be 

stripped and beaten with rods.  After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into 

prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully.  When he received these 

orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 

 
Acts 21:27-36   
When the seven days were nearly over, some Jews from the province of Asia saw Paul at the 
temple. They stirred up the whole crowd and seized him, shouting, “Fellow Israelites, help us! 
This is the man who teaches everyone everywhere against our people and our law and this 
place. And besides, he has brought Greeks into the temple and defiled this holy place.”  (They 
had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian in the city with Paul and assumed that Paul had 
brought him into the temple.) The whole city was aroused, and the people came running from 
all directions. Seizing Paul, they dragged him from the temple, and immediately the gates 
were shut.  While they were trying to kill him, news reached the commander of the Roman 
troops that the whole city of Jerusalem was in an uproar.  He at once took some officers and 
soldiers and ran down to the crowd. When the rioters saw the commander and his soldiers, 
they stopped beating Paul.  The commander came up and arrested him and ordered him to 
be bound with two chains. Then he asked who he was and what he had done.  Some in the 
crowd shouted one thing and some another, and since the commander could not get at the 
truth because of the uproar, he ordered that Paul be taken into the barracks.  When Paul 
reached the steps, the violence of the mob was so great he had to be carried by the soldiers.  
The crowd that followed kept shouting, “Get rid of him!” 
 

 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/acts/21-32.html

