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5.  Can You Pray Wrong? 

 

Does God answer your prayers the way you want Him to?  Has anyone ever told you that you pray wrong?  

Praying is just talking to God,  so how can you do that wrong?   

But the Bible does tell us we can pray wrong, especially if we only pray for ourselves and our own desires 

and needs. 

We should not always come to God with just our list.  I know that’s not easy.  It’s comes naturally to pray 

for stuff we want and need. 

But we should pray with good motives.   We should pray that God’s will be done in our situations.   Not to 

pray only for ourselves and for our own pleasure.   See (Scripture 1. Wrong Motives - James 4:2-3) .  This 

scripture explains that we ask but don’t receive because we ask with wrong motives, that we may spend 

what we get on our pleasures.    

Asking for the Lord’s will to be done during a stressful situation brings peace in our hearts and helps us get 

through any trial or storm we face. 

In every situation, we should try to ask God for wisdom of what His will is in that situation.  God tells us in 

scripture  (Scripture 2. If You Lack Wisdom - James 1:5)  that God gives wisdom to those who ask Him for it.   

We can also ask God for wisdom of what we should pray for.   Sometimes when you ask God to pray for 

things that He wants you to pray for can change the way you pray.  Certainly not every time, but Jesus 

knows when and how to touch our hearts with perfect timing.  

Personal example – A friend requested prayer for his young adult son.  His son just found out he had 

cancer.   Later, when I started to pray for his son, I thought I heard the Lord say, “Don’t pray for him”.   I 

thought maybe it was my imagination, but when I started praying again, the same thing happened.   So, I 

did not pray for my friend’s son.   The next time I saw my friend, he told me that his son was lying and was 

just trying to hurt his dad.  He did not have cancer. 

Also, If we’re trusting God, we won’t be as worried or anxious when bad situations come our way.  See  

(Scripture 3. Do Not Be Anxious - Philippians 4:6-7).  This scripture tells us not to worry or be anxious 

about anything, and to pray our petitions with thanksgiving. 

Jesus himself taught us how to pray.   (Scripture 4. This is How You Should Pray - Matthew 6:9-13).  First 

recognize God as God and that He is your loving father.   I try to always start prayers with giving thanks.  

When we thank God for all the good stuff in our lives, we are recognizing that everything comes from Him 

and that He is God and a good father.   

Next Jesus taught us to ask for His will to be done in our lives.  Then once you are in the mind frame of 

recognizing God as God and a loving father, and wanting His will to be done through you, then you ask for 

things on your list.    

So bottom line, we shouldn’t make our prayers about me, me, me – rather about God, God, God.  Praying 

isn’t all about getting stuff we want or think we need.  It’s about getting closer to God and living for Jesus. 
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Scripture 1.  Wrong Motives  

James 4:2-3  You do not have because you do not ask God.  When you ask, you do not receive, 

because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. 

 

Scripture 2.  If You Lack Wisdom 

James 1:5  If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding 

fault, and it will be given to you. 

 

Scripture 3.  Do Not Be Anxious 

Philippians 4:6-7   Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

Scripture 4.  This is How You Should Pray 

Matthew 6:9-13  “This, then, is how you should pray: “ ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from the evil one. ’ 

 


